CHAPTER VI

A  NEW  WORLD  DISCOVERED

BY the time Swedenborg was fifty-five years of age
he had become a well-known man. He had already
written a number of important works on science,
some of which were to be found in the libraries of
the great universities of Europe. He had made
many friends on his various journeys abroad.
Although he did not often speak publicly in the
House of Nobles, he was known there as a man
devoted to his country and one who had served it
in many ways. For thirty years he had worked on
the College of Mines, where he was respe&ed as
much for his fine character as for his deep learning.
Had he continued in this way there is little doubt
that he would soon have come to great fame. But
a remarkable change in his life and work took place
in 1743. For the first six months of this year he
attended in his usual way the daily meetings of the
Mining Board. In June he wrote a letter to the
president asking for leave that he might make
further travels and publish a scientific work which
he hoped would be of great value to posterity and
would please the people of his country.